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COOT 332/77 R (03)

MATL 433/79 12 (1o) &

' BACKFIRE 428/80 R (o2) |
| BLINDER 065/76 11 (16) N

Russians over the Baltic

The Baltic skies are open to all nations and are regularly
used by Russian and other Warsaw Pact operational
aircraft. These pictures are a small selection taken at
various times by Danish Air Force RF-35 Drakens and
released to Interavia.

A This Russian Naval Aviation Tupolev
Tu-26 Backfire with its wings in the fully
swept (55°) position has had the refuelling
probe removed, but the mounting is visi-
ble above the nose. The rather ‘lumpy’
missile/stores/decoy (7) beams look out of
place on such a high performance aircraft,
but could be for multiple non-nuclear
stand-off guided weapons. Backfire is cre-
dited by US sources with a combat radius
of 5,500km (3,420mi). lts strategic poten-
tial was a major discussion point at the
SALT 2 talks.

» The clean lines of the Tupolev Tu-22
Blinder show clearly in this plan view. The
large undercarriage fairings are typical of
the Tupolev bureau designs and may part-
ly account for its reported disappointing
unrefuelled combat radius of 3,100km/
1,930mi (US source). The twin turbojets
are thought to be rated at 27,000lb
(12,500kg) with afterburner, giving a Mach
1.4 top speed at 40,000ft. Blinder A is a
reconnaissance bomber, ‘B’ carries a
‘Kitchen’ air-to-surface missile recessed in

tha smanan hais and tha ™ i a ;mariticena

(INTERAVIA DEC o2)

A Coot-A is the NATO name for the ECM or electronic intelligence
gathering version of the llyushin II-18 airliner. Major differences
are the under-fuselage container housing side-looking radar and
other sensors and the bulges on either side of the fuselage, also
presumed to cover sensors.

< A distinctive shape over the Baltic is the Beriev M-12 Tchaika,
twin turboprop, maritime reconnaissance amphibian, (NATO
code name Mail), with its magnetic anomaly detector ‘pole’
extending the fuselage line and its prominent nose radome.
Despite its appearance it holds numerous FAl records in its
weight and class, both for altitude and speed.
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